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MORGAN    I,  I  R  R  A  R  ■\' 

PREFACE 

Following  the  custom  with  greater  pleasure  because  I  think  the 
appearance  of  a  book  improved  when  opened  at  a  preface,  I've  con- 
cluded— although  it  may  be  but  too  evident  writing  is  not  my  trade, — 
to  print  here  a  few  remarks. 

Were  I  a  dweller  in  this  great  city  I  would  no  doubt  be  impelled 
by  necessity  to  greater  commercial  effort.  But  living  as  I  do  safe  in 
the  remotest  hills,  my  wants  are  few  and  sufficiently  supplied  without 
too  great  effort.  It  is  not,  therefore,  a  keen  desire  to  sell  my  work 
which  brings  me  here. 

Very  likely  its  vanity;  but,  after  somewhat  more  than  twenty  years 
of  labor,  the  desire  is  strong  to  show  my  countrymen  what  I've  made 
in  all  this  time. 

Excepting  the  central  porch  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Church  and 
two  works  of  less  importance,  none  of  my  things  has  been  seen  in 
New  York. 

My  statue  of  Lincoln  has  appeared  to  mc  a  sufficient  excuse  for 
holding  this  exhibition.  Whatever  I  know  or  have  learned  is  in  this 
work:  it  is  useless  to  look  for  religious  or  political  meaning  in  it;  there 
is  none  there.  Simply  from  the  mass  of  splendid  material — masks, 
casts  of  his  beautiful  hands  and  numerous  photographs  —  I've  tried 
to  take  what  I  could  use,  to  the  end  that  I  might  show  in  sculpture, 
something  of  Lincoln's  personal  appearance. 

My  foreword  has  this  virtue,  at  least,  you'll  be  little  fatigued  by 
the  reading;  and  for  the  rest,  enter  in  and  judge  for  yourselves. 
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